Interaction of scorpion toxins with the sodium channel.
Scorpion toxins are miniproteins that have been characterized with regard to their molecular properties including their pharmacological action. On these bases, toxins specific to mammals or to insects have been described and within the first category alpha- and beta-toxins identified. These toxins were chemically modified and used as molecular probes of the sodium channel. Thus, the interaction of the toxins with the pharmacological target could be followed and a better definition of this target could be obtained.